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REMARKS 

A substitute specification is enclosed. Reconsideration of this application, as amended, 
is respectfully requested. 

The claims have been amended to overcome the 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, 
rejections and to conform the claims with U.S. practice. The specification has also been 
amended to conform with standard practice. 

Claims 15, 16, and 18-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly anticipated 
by Shimizu. Applicant respectfully traverses. 

Shimizu (US 5,486,683) describes a cook plate of a special polyester material not made 
of glass or glass ceramic. In Shimizu (cf. col. 1 , lines 47 to 60) the disadvantages of a ceramic 
plate are especially stressed. The practitioner of the art will therefore obtain no suggestion from 
Shimizu for using the shape of the plate according to Shimizu in a glass or glass ceramic plate. 

Shimizu's cook plate of polyester material is made by injecting the material into a mold 
(cf. col. 6, lines 16-17). In the case of a glass or glass ceramic plate such a procedure is not 
possible in practice, therefore it is proposed in the present application to shape the edge 
protection by upsetting (cf. final paragraph of the description). The practitioner cannot learn 
edge protection by this method of edge protection from Shimizu, because the material used 
therein cannot be shaped by rolling and upsetting. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal is respectfully requested. 

Claims 15, 16, 18, 19 and 23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (a) as allegedly 
anticipated by Gille. Applicant respectfully traverses. 

Gille describes a glass ceramic plate with the margin bent downward. This plate does 
not have a thickened marginal area, i.e., no edge protection. There is no suggestion from Gille 
to provide a thickened edge as edge protection. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal is respectfully requested. 

Claims 15, 16 and 18-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly anticipated 
by Colvin. Applicant respectfully traverse. 

Colvin (GB 2,099,1 37) describes not a glass or glass ceramic plate, but an enameled cast 
iron plate. In Colvin the disadvantages of ceramic plates are expressly emphasized (cf page 1, 
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lines 5 to 1 1). There is no teaching or suggestion to provide Colvin's edges in a glass or glass 
ceramic plate, because these edges can be made from metal without difficulty using an 
appropriate mold. However, it is not so easy to prepare such a form with a glass or glass ceramic 
plate. The present inventor has discovered a way to do so, and is believed to be entitled to a U.S. 
patent for the claimed invention. 

In view of the foregoing, it is readily seen that none of the cited references disclose each 
and every limitation of the claimed invention, and thus none of these anticipate the claims as 
allegedly by the Examiner. Accordingly, issuance of a notice of allowance is respectfully 
requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




/ James R. Crawford 
1/ Reg No. 39,155 



666 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10103 
(212)318-3148 



S25204576v!<l 



SCHT-21 5 (10105731) 



MARKED UP COPY OF CLAIMS 

15. (Amended) [Glass or glass ceramic] A plate for a kitchen appliance[, especially a 
cooking or baking surface, wherein] the plate [has] comprising at least one of elass or a glass 
ceramic and having an upper side and a lower side, the plate having a safe edge[, 
characterized in that the safe edge is] formed by a cross-sectional profiled portion thicker than 
the thickness of the plate, which merges integrally and seamlessly with the plate and is upset 
or shaped on the [rolled] plate. 

16. (Amended) Glass or glass ceramic plate according to claim 15, wherein the 
profiled portion projects in at least one direction selected from the group consisting of above 
the upper side [and/or] and below the bottom side of the plate. 

17. (Amended) Glass or glass ceramic plate according to claim 1 5, wherein at least one of 
the upper side [and/or] and the lower side of the plate is flat within the profiled portion. 

20. (Amended) Glass or glass ceramic plate according to claim 15, wherein the 
profiled portion is rounded at [the] its edge. 

23. (Amended) Glass or glass ceramic plate according to claim [15] J/7, wherein the 
profiled portion is elevated by a height over the flat upper side of the plate such that a 
catchment for liquid is formed. 

27. (Amended) [Method] A method for the manufacture of a glass or glass ceramic 
plate for a kitchen appliance, [which has] the plate having a safe edge, [characterized in that] 
comprising rolling the glass or ceramic plate in a green state [is first made by rolling] and 
then upsetting or shaping [,] the rolled plate while still in the green state [, is upset or shaped] 
such that there is a profiled portion thickened in relation to the thickness of the plate is 
formed, and heat treating or ceramicizing [that then] the rolled, upset or shaped plate having 
the profiled portion [is heat treated and/or ceramicized] to [reach its] form the finished [state] 
glass or ceramic plate . 28. (Amended) [Method] The method according to claim 27. 
wherein the plate is heated in the green state to reduce thermal stresses and additionally 
heated in its marginal area and upset or shaped by means of a forming tool to form the 
profiled [port] portion . 
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Glass or Glass Ceramic Plate with a Safe Ed«e 
ti ^ Meth0d for ^ Man «facture Thereof" 

The mvent.cn relates to a glass or glass ceramic plate for a kitchen appliance, 
especially a cook top or bake surface which has a safe edge, and to a method for its 

manufacture. 

In the state of the art, glass and glass ceramics are used ,„ kitchen appliances, they 
are characterized by having a nonporcus, hygienic and easily deanable surface and lastingly 
wthstand the temperature fluctuations tha, occur. Glass ceramic cook tops are widely used 
on account of their flat, easy-to-clean surface and their permeability to radiation. In baJce 

-ensglassphtesareusedasbakingdishesorasgreasepans. In refrigerators glass plates 

are used as shelves. 

The known glass and glass ceramic plates require safety edging i» order to protect 
the sharp edges a„d/or to enable the plate to be held in a tension-free manner in the kitchen 
appliance and/or to reduce me risk of breakage. In the state of the art the glass or glass 
ceramic plates are therefore provided with a frame. Commo nl y used frames consist of 
enameled steel shapes, stainless steel shapes, aluminum shapes or plastic shapes which are 
g.ued or Camped on the plate. For the production of such frames special tools are necessary 
and fastening the frame to the plate involves considerable assembly work. This increases 
the cost of edge-protected glass or glass ceramic plates. 

In ordinaty frames a seam necessarily exists between the frame and the plate, with 
•he resuh tha, between the safe edge and the plate critical areas exist which uWrnately 
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de SC np«,o„ of embodiments.^ the drawing 

new of a glass ceramic plate with a marginal 
Profiled portion above the top and be,„w the bottom thereof, 

Figure 2 an alternative to Fie 1 with a • , 

8 ' ^ 3 matSm °> <"° fM above the top thereof 

Figure 3 an alternative to Fie 1 with a n,,, . , , 

8 W " h 3 marg,nal P rofi '=« Portion below the bottom 

thereof, 

FigUrC4 Ma,temat ™^^ 

Figure 5 a perspective view of a elass cer»rW i * • 

glass ceramtc plate w.th a thickened profiled portion 

around all four margins, 
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Claims 



1 Glass or glass ceramic plate for a kitrh, ,• 

surface^-, ^"^W-coc^^ 

which merges inteerallv^ , P 
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2 ° ,aSS or ^ ceramic plate accord, ng , 0 clai m , . 
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S^-c for the mounting of the plate(l). 
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